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COMMITTEE OF SAFETY OF ISLE OF WIGHT. 

BY E. S. THOMAS. 

On the 13th of January, 1775, the Committee of Safety con 
sisted of John Searsbrook Wills (chairman), Josiah Parker, Brewer 
Godwin, Arthur Smith, the Eev. Henry John Burgess, John Mal- 
lory, Tristam Norsworthy, Jr., William Davis, Goodrich Wilson, 
and Nathaniel Burwell; Francis Young (clerk). 

On the 17th of January there also appeared Kichard Hardy, 
Thomas Pierce, John Day, and Timothy Tynes. 

On the 15th of May there was added John Driver, Joshua 
Council, Thomas Fearne, Mills Wilkinson, Edmund Godwin, Joseph 
Cutchin, Henry Pitt, Jethro Gale, William Jordan, and Thomas 
Smith. 

July 27, 1775, "George Purdie, merchant of the town of Smith- 
field, charged at a former meeting with violating the Continental 
Association, and being summoned to appear here this day to an- 
swer the said charge, he informed the committee he would appear, 
but that he had been informed that he was to be tarred and 
feathered, guilty or not guilty." 

I was surprised to find that the only charges against him were 
" for selling three or four yards of crown rolls for 1 shilling per 
yard current money"; also two yards of do. for 1 shilling, three 

scanes of thread for , some pins for Is. 6d., and some needles 

at double price; and "that he had told William Flake that every- 
body who signed the association would be sent to England to be 
hanged." 

There were witnesses against him as to these charges. The 
committee thought they ought to be inquired into, and so again 
summoned him to appear, and assured him that the threat he 
mentioned had not been entered against him. Eobert Tynes and 
John Sym were also ordered to appear at the next meeting of the 
committee. John Armstrong seconded expressions "inimical to- 
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the interests of North America." There were no further proceed- 
ings against any of the parties mentioned, or any others at any 
time, from which I conclude the country was " solid " in its patriotism. 



WILLIS FAMILY. 

(Continued from Vol. V., pp. 24, 171; Vol. VI., p. 27.) 
4, Henry 3 Willis was burgess from Gloucester county in 1718 and 
1723. In 1726 "Henry Willis, of Gloucester county," obtained a 
patent for land in Spotsylvania. When, in 1727, Fredericksburg in 
that county was laid out, he was one of the trustees. (See Va. Hist. 
Register and books in the land office.) Major Byrd Charles Willis, 
his grandson, says in his account of the family: "Col. Henry Willis 
was the founder of Fredericksburg, and called by the Historian 
Howe 'the top man of the place,' and lived at Willis' Hill, just out- 
side of Fredericksburg, now called Marye's Heights. He was mar- 
ried three times, and had children by all. His sons by first and 
second wives died without male heirs; one of them left a daughter, 
Mrs. Mary Daingerfield, of Spotsylvania oounty (the grandmother of 
my wife). His daughters married a Lee, a Lewis, and a Green. 
Mr. Lee lived in Fauquier county, Va. ; Lewis settled in Granville 
county, N. C. The Cobbs, of Georgia, are descendants of hers. 
Green went to Kentucky, had two sons, Willis and William, the 
father of Duff, the present editor of The Washington Telegraph. 
Hislast wife's maiden name was Washington, full sister of old Gus. 
Washington, father of George Washington, the first President of the 
United States. She had been married twice before, first, to a Mr. 
Lewis, by whom she had no children; second, to a Mr. Gregory, by 

whom she had three daughters " The first wife of Col. Willis 

was Anne Alexander,* daughter of David Alexander and Anne Mor- 
gan, his wife, and widow of John Smith, of Purton, whom she mar- 

*In the York records, under date September 26,1698, there is an eject- 
ment suit brought by Thomas Buckner and Sarah his wife, and David Alex- 
ander and Anne his wife, the said Sarah and Anne being daughters and co-heirs 
of Oapi Francis Morgan, son of Francis Morgan, about land acquired by their 
grandfather Morgan [who was a justice of York county]. In the act in Hening's 
Statutes docking the the entail of John Smith's property (Hening's Statutes, 
V., p. 399), Samuel Buckner and David Alexander are named trustees. The 
last was certainly a brother of Mrs. Willis. In 1770 Morgan Alexander, of 
Gloucester, son of David Alexander, was a student at William and Mary. 
Samuel Buckner was certainly a son of Thomas Buckner and Sarah Alexander. 



